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e. A cocktall
orates dark metal with

ile complementing the

warm color palette.
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ntonio Pippo started
working with these
clients more than IO
years ago. Over the
years, he had worked

on three of the cou-

ple’s homes, so when

they purchased an apartment in the
Chelsea section of New York City, they

decided to call on him again.

The clients did not intend for the apart-
ent to bematfullstimerresidence,but a
central hub for when their adult children
came to visit. The homeowners wanted
it to reflect their casual—yet sophisti-
cated—Ilifestyle. It had to include sever-
al gathering areas to accommodate their
whole family, and spaces to display the
artwork of the couple, who are avid art

collectors.

The homeowners worked with Antonto to
plan the remodel in phases so they could
move into the apartment. Since, aside
from their artwork, they brought only a
few pieces to the space, they started with
all new furnishings. The unit also needed
a new kitchen, overhead lighting and an
AV system. The owners moved in and got
through the holidays of 2019, but then
the pandemic hit, so the couple decided
to live in another restdence while Anto-
nio managed the project remotely. The
[4th Street building 1n Chelsea retains
its historical charm while it has an “in-
dustrial modern vibe,” explains Anton1o.

He drew on the window frames

deep

charcoal—almost black—to provide an
accent color that punctuates the entire

home.
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Inside the hefty metal cabinetry are

glass shelves. “They disappear, and

e glassware on the inside appears to
.| just float there,” Antonio says.

Antonio says the kitchen layout and functionality didn’t align
with how these homeowners would use the space. The original
design included a double refrigerator on the left side of the
toom, a stovetop with an oven underneath, and no pantry space.
The wife complained she couldn’t cook a turkey in the exist-
ing oven. “I decided to flip the refrigerator to the right and
lnﬂ,led a single fridge,” Antonto says. “They didn't need two
Smﬂltjs B 1 cimec home. On the left, where the refrigera-

E?jf;&ed to be, 1s now a pantry with a microwave and a coffee

s ) 1)
bhat allowed space for a full range with two double ovens.
e also increased the size of the island to add more storage.

= "

.'-

-

The

. ' ' he
homeowners love color—and not just in the artwork they

. | hat
C’taTakmg a cue from that and the gorgeous sunllgl‘lt_t‘
. | Antonio spemﬁed

e rch Rl e lacquered-f inish
L Blue from Farrow & Ball for th § o
' 1 whitewashea oa

,ﬁ§ through the Penthouse Wind0W51

-' ;TEI_:__‘_:F_‘_ ;.. . S . ' .
“ﬂ*f"‘?ﬁ%@% He incorporated lower cabinetry 1
tL}} e Y

-

SRINERE . - ce (Gristallo
8 H the hlgh gloss from overpowering the space

. 1. Bolier from Dec-

t*the tops the island and backsplash are 1
S Hlome swivel barstools with Holland & Sherry black leather
up;hhlSt'erY stdle up to the island. For he kitchen nook, Anto-
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nio designed a custom table and bench, and then added Design
Within Reach chairs to complete the space.

The adjoining dining room centers around a dining table from

Bright Group, the light color anchored by the hammered brass
base. The Design Within Reach chairs have a sleek, mid-century

look with leather seats and rich teal Holly Hunt velvet backs.
The light fixture from Cameron Design House is sculptural and
keeps the space light and airy. To delineate the spaces in this
open-concept floor plan, Antonio used curtain panels that cre-
ate a sense of separation between the kitchen and dining room
and the dining and living areas, but don’t interfere with sight
lines, block the city views or prevent light from flooding the

home.

The open-concept living area rounds out the living room. Keep-
ing the palette warm with raupes, browns and touches of black,
Antonio selected a Holly Hunt medium brown fabric for the
sofa. “It’s this beautiful crushed velvet——the kind that, che
more you sit on It, the more 1t ages really well,” Antonio says.

Vintage Thayer Coggin chairs and a navy Eames l[ounge chair
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Antonio designed a waterfall counterto
usin

gray veining.
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Antonio partnered with Gresham Lang Garden Design to create

't'-hf@?fe-rfect plantings for the outdoor space. Gresham, Pfeﬂderft
utlding s

of the Company, recornmended planters toO match the b h
( n the

ate-colored metal facade and existing roof fencing.
ses and vines on the walls to

e trees and grasses

el ndranchor

_ "PEr terrace, we used trees, gras
SOften the architecrure,” says Gresham. (i
&E&.’_Placﬁd in corners and on the pertmeter to fr
the differen spaces. The glass wall and railing are ke
Pl--":l-nts, SO 1t doesn't obstruct the view or access toO th
the rf)()f”

r the primary bed-

best capture the
hOW’(’.‘VEI',

Ingi, K

Reide the dpartment, the orlgmal layOLIf fo
'O

Om had (he bed against the wall that would

erw . :
i O idson Yards., From a design pers
drsdy . : _ :

didn’ sit well with Antonio. He sugge

pectivﬂ,
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* 3 |l
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bed—which still captures the views—and covering the entire
wall with leather panels as opposed to a traditional headboard.
Antonio played with squares and rectangles until he created a
unique pattern that then translated to panels upholstered in

Designers Guild faux leather in a rich taupe-gray color. The re-
sult is both warm and modern. Bedside tables are a raupe wood

finish with leather pulls. The sitting area in the primary bed-
-oom features two chairs from Avenue Road, which made the
move with the homeowners. “They were in her office in their
country house, Antonio says. “She just loved them. Architec-
curally, they re just beautiful with the cutouts on the sides.” He

knew the scale would be perfect for this space. Behind the chairs
sits a fluted-wood dresser b}; Bolier for Decca Home. Alpaca

wool carpet ts an impeccable choice that completes che luxury

bedroom retreat.
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and describe the changes they want
to make. She can usually make quick
sketches'of Ftheirt ideas on the spot
to show options. After defining the
design—build program with the client,

Laura goes to the desk and begins

to draw. This is her happy place. As

Laura describes it, “I enjoy drawing
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process of design; I'm happier draw-
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ing. I can use computer—aided design

(CAD), but I can Only think and de-
sign by hand.”
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Laura earned her architectural degree
at the Pratt Institute School of Ar-
chitecture in New York City, when
CAD was just being introduced to
students and professionals. Pratc put
more emphasis on hand drawings,
which gave Laura a solid foundation
and a preference for the art form. She
also received master-class training in
hand sketching at several New York
City firms, tncluding Swanke Hayden
Connell, Perkins+Will, and Butler
Rogers Baskett, where Laura worked
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before Opening her own firm.
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'atra does alltthe schematic draw-
ings by hand (free sketch, Scalesacs
curate and even yellow trace), which
she believes her clients prefer. “Hand
drawings hearken back to a time when
artistry was cruly appreciated, and

hand-—drawn blueprints and Pﬁ[’Sp@C—

tive drawings became a joyful part of

’

the design process for the clients,

she says. At the beginning of any
project, both the architect and the

client are trying to conceptualize the
design. The hand sketch 1s a joyful

experience that also helps clients vi-

sualize the design.
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84 Bridge Road
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